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Thanksgiving Keeping Traditions Alive! 

The first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621 over a three day harvest festival. Thanksgiving today means 
getting together with family and friends, watching football and eating a big turkey dinner. Millions of Americans 
will hit the roads to gather and celebrate Thanksgiving and this may mean more crashes. Let's keep the 
traditions alive by remembering simple facts about safe driving. 

From November 15 - 28, 2022, the Governor's Traffic Safety Bureau is partnering with law enforcement across 
Iowa to enforce the traffic laws and remind drivers that safe driving is an easy way to keep the Thanksgiving 
traditions alive. 

• Safe driving should take place as your first and only priority when behind the wheel.
Driving is a full time job which requires every driver's complete attention. Driving distracted
can lead to deadly consequences.

• Distracted driving is one of the fastest growing safety issues on the roads today. Be
attentive and put the phone down.

• Every driver should, without fail, buckle up, driver sober and follow all the rules of the
road ...... every trip, every time! Using your safety belt and driving sober are two simple 
tasks drivers can do to save lives. 

• Driving impaired is costly and can be deadly. In 2020, one person was killed every 45

minutes in a drunk-driving crash on our nation's roads. Rideshare, taking the keys or even

better, planning ahead can prevent impaired driving and still allow everyone to have a

good time.
• When you wear your seatbelt, as a front-seat occupant of a passenger car, your risk of

fatal injury goes down by 45%. Seatbelts save lives!
• Drivers should consistently be watchful of unsafe drivers and their surroundings. Being a

defensive driver will allow you to react to avoid crashes, dangerous situations and can

save you money and more importantly, your life.
• In 2021, there were 707 crashes and 33 deaths on Iowa roadways in which exceeding the

speed limit was the cause. Speed is something we can all control. Obey the speed limit to

save lives!

In Iowa during peak Thanksgiving travel times, between November 15, 2021 and November 28, 2021, 
eleven people lost their lives on Iowa's roadways. Even one life lost is too many! 

Sources: NHTSA & Iowa DOT & Iowa Department of Public Safety 

Media contact: Genie Sterbenz, Program Administrator (515) 725-6121. 

The Le Mars Police Department and the Plymouth County Sheriff’s Office plan on participating in the “National

Thanksgiving Keeping Traditions Alive campaign” from November 15 - 28, 2022.
During that time frame, law enforcement officers will be on the look out for speeding drivers, distracted drivers, 

impaired drivers and drivers not wearing their seat-belts.  It is our goal to decrease injury and fatality accidents 

in Le Mars and Plymouth County.  Please buckle up and drive safe!

Le Mars Police Department

Plymouth County Sheriff’s Office


